This fisting of claims will replace ail prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A system for direct presentment and payment of bills 

2 generated by p.ysjo * >s entities in a hierarchical business organization, the ;.j?ran uai 

3 r ^ \ - - aafl«^^ 

5 tieLhavMgjgt^ 

6 bjino.eji^§s ! ..the system using a computer that communicates over a network, the 

7 system comprising: 

10 fartheHoeluding-a'Hea^ 

12 ar$aftizafbttrsaie*-fti^^ 

13 at lea s t on e p aying e n t i t y, 

14 one or more memories for storing ef**jty4nfeff^ 

i 5 said hi e r arehksai busine ss orga ni z ation- v * < 

16 Iddingj c MiOfd -^ss^I^^ 

1 7 SDi gf the 006 ©r :v ~.fe & v?nm§ 

15 v \ vv"\ V 



21 N r .> 

22 one or more network interfaces for sending and receiving data to and from fetHtng 

23 enftfy-nodes-an^-paytr^i j , entity nodes, and 

24 one or more processors in communication with said one or more memories and 

26 s Sn n \ t x s ) N N sj..on9.tas] 

27 ! 5t..of tasks ;: o : - one of tie at «ea%t on e pa ying entires. 

28 wherein, when said one or more network interfaces receives btlfe^-tl ata-fef - ^a 

29 billing entity aitsuesj from one of said billing entity nodes for payment to one of the one 

30 ^ o ^ x said 

31 one or more processors prepares a bill for said the billing entity baaed on sa i d bill i ng . 
32. da^r^atd- b tll for transmission to said paying entity node requesting payment .fey . She, at 
33 e-n * for said one or more tasks. 



1 2. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 1, further comprising: 

3 said one or more memories for storing project Kfenttficabon information to identify 

4 said c ommon bu sin e ss interest defined b usiness project . 



1 3. (Cancelled) 
1 4. (Cancelled) 



3 



1 5. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 1, further comprising: 

3 said one or more processors generating payment remittance instructions related 

4 to said ?H for transmission to a saicia|je£s|.or?e paying entity node. 



1 8, (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 1, further comprising: 

3 3 - a i d- - bB&^ 

4 said one or more memories for storing amounts billed by each o nv ^ 
3 t.My oun*s mwiMMchM&mMM&MMm.fw: 

8 said one or more processors verifies s a id billing d a ta ag a in s t s a id hilling information. 

1 7. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 1 , fafte-«empn$ffrg whejejn: 

3 said billing information including a list of tasks performed by each billing entity, 

4 whefeitvwhen said one or more network interfaces receives said &$m§-€tet& 

5 , , - s s s so,s Xj say on e or more processors verifies said 

6 bittm g data agaifisf'gaid-bllHng inf o fftiatteft * * - * 

? liM of tasks, 

I 8. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

4 



2 claim 1 , further comprising: 

3 $iMi>0§.. ; i;..i Y; :-f:^ PIsXMSors calculating s r ^^ ; i>D. JD:--^' :t llfe^ ^it^d.bv 

5 said bili identifying said retention amount fr»*H^wifoiieid^ 

6 to s a id p ay meri t remitta n ce instructions. 

1 9. (Currently amended) The system - „ -of 

2 claim 1, wherein: 

3 said entity information includes a list of tasks, each said task associated with one 

4 of s a i d b illi ng en ti t ie s, each said task farther it provided to said gomroon bu si n es s 

5 ptewsf \ ^ s ^ by only said o n e bali ng e n tit y qm.S±W$ ?>M KWB 

6 N \ v ej 

1 10, (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment ®m ^ivjjgnt ot Diiix of 

2 claim 9, wherein: 

3 said bill for said billing entity includes only those tasks associated with said fejHmg 

4 emv v \ * , 

1 11. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1 , further comprising: 

3 of said -bti ling e ntities ; s a id t as k provid e d to said common business interest by only said 

4 ene yHng-efttttyr and s a icI entity inf o rm a tion further ha v in g said one or more memories 

5 * ^ ^ a list of stored costs, each said stored cost associated with one of said tasks. 

5 



1 12. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 9, wherein: 

3 said one or more processors e e mpaffeS-sakHfe 

5 any task dttpfearted by more than one 

6 of said billing entities - , N * \ . s \ , ^ ^ , -\>- *© 

7 :> ; ; v} \j m&y. 



13. (Currently amended) The eysiero for dir e ct presentm e nt and paym ent o f bills of 

sufoffsi-tted-bysai d bi lli ng e ntity for sa i d p e r f orm e d task again s t s ai d cost assee ia t ed wit h 
sakHa^feif^^kHst^^ 

- sisters fo;; direct presi»itoi>i| ^nd^iMBifiL 



9 cost associated with said performed task and., if said cost billed is within said staled 



1 14. (Cancelled) 

1 1 5. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 11, wherein: 

4 performed task for billing, and 

5 s§idi§£yMllS^ 

7 said one or more processors compares » said billed cost «$fe ffiitte<H^ 

8 entity associated with s a i d a performed tas k against sard stored cost associated with 

9 said performed task i n said bi l ling info r ma ti o n to verify a match . 

.1 16. (Currently amended) The system rrcci esent ?nt }djia LyLdJsof 

2 claim 4; 5 wherein: 

3 said payment remittance instructions are transmitted to said paying entity node. 

1 17. (Currently amended) The system §n > > sof 

2 claim 4r 5 further comprising: 

3 a printer In communication with said one or more processors, 

4 when said one or more processors generates said payment remittance 

7 



5 instructions, said one or more processors instructs said printer to print a check for 

6 payment of said bill. 

1 18. (Original) The system \ s o of claim 1, 

2 wherein: 

3 when said payment remittance instructions are generated, said one or more 

4 processors submit instructions to a bank entity node to pay said billing entity. 

1 19. (Currently amended) The system * * v * of 

2 claim 1, wherein: 

3 said one or more memories comprises a data set for storing information for 

4 identification of said common business interest defined business prefect 

1 20. (Currently amended) The system \ - \ . * , - • - • , \ t > ^ v ^ - of 

2 claim 1, wherein: 

3 said one or more memories comprises a data set for storing identifying 

4 information on billing entities. 

1 21. (Original) The system >. v , „ s - of claim 1, 

2 wherein: 

3 said one or more memories comprises a data set for storing identifying 

8 



4 information on paying entities. 

1 22. (Currently amended) The system |< s of 

2 claim 4- 26, wherein: 

3 said one or more memories comprises a data set for storing identifying 

4 information on authorizing entities, 

1 23. (Currently amended) The system f oxdjrect PM^n^gni^du ax merjl of b lis of 

2 claim 1, wherein: 

3 ^ a v _ ___di_: 

4 said fir s t tier payment at least one paving entity is a construction project owner, 

1 24. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 1, wherein; 

3 said defined business project ss a construction project, and 

4 said ftrsHret ji N o , \ paying entity is a buildmg contractor. 



1 25 . (Currently amended) The system i : of 

2 claim 1, wherein: 

3 said define d business project ;s a constructjon project, and 

4 said fir s t ti e r at least one paying entity is a financial institution. 



I 26. 



(Currently amended) The system d ecf pv^ ^ MQl §0d pox neoJ Pf b Is of 

9 
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claim 1, further comprising: 

one or more authorizing entity nodes, and 

said one or more network interfaces are further for sending and receiving data to 
and from said authorizing entity nodes, 

wherein, when said one or more network interfaces receives said billing data 
reques? for payment, said one or more processors generates and submits to at least 
one of said authorizing entity nodes an authorization request ferpaymentof s atd- biff, 
arid 



* * *** o * ct to determine if each of sai d one or 



QfjeoLmoreja^^ 
eacjipj.said oj^ 



1 27. (Currently amended) The system ' s \ N . of 

2 claim 28, wherein: 

3 

4 one or mor e nelwork interfaces, and 

5 when said approval or corr e ction report comprises a correction r e quest one or 

7 entity, said one or more processors s^bfy^t^af-geffeetbr^e q u e s t to sai d b i l l ing ent it y 

10 



8 rteefe-fer correction of said bill generates sa^d pnl adiusied accotdwo to adiu&tm^ru 

9 [oMu^iM- 

1 28. (Currently amended) The system foi dirotn m o^.m ment and paymeni of bills of 

2 claim 28, wherein: 

3 when said approv al or corr e ct i on report c omprise s one or more network 

4 si t s an approval c < said one or more 

5 processors generates said payment rem it ta nce i ns tru c tio ns biil- 

1 29. (Cancelled) 

1 30. (Currently amended) The system N of 

2 claim S§ III, wherein: 

3 said a pprova l or co n-e ction report i nc l ud e s a r e port for verifying comp leii on e f 

4 each said i t e m of valu e of e ach sa t d task sai d approval includes veri fica tion that s^d 

5 onv <>r mcsc has Ov;en..coo}piet§d, 

1 31 (Currently amended) The system - ^ " 1 of 

2 claim 1 , farther -^ewptiamg whee.e;r; 

3 saM-i&ne~«fiTK^^ 

4 each of sa id billing entities, and 

5 wbafeinr v^eft satd -otie or mor e ne tw or k i nt erface s receives -a-olaim fe^ease ffom 

6 o ne of s a i d b illi ng en ti ty n o d es for oneef ' &ajd ' toitfing ent iti e s, aai d one or m o ra 

n 



7 processors generate s a claims r elease report for transmission to said paying entity 

8 fm<^^td^ftfff^fele^e^ 

1 1 im^Mm^m^lm. one of tlg^QeooiK^l } 

J2 ;i[:MLu:.^-::lJ...::^ 



1 32. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment a - < 1 S of 

2 claim 31 wherein: 

3 said claim release comprises an unconditional claims release. 

1 33. (Currently amended) The system ? } of 

2 claim 31, wherein: 

3 said claim release comprises a final claim release. 

1 34. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bis Of 

2 claim 4 31 , further comprising: 

3 saM-one ^f TOm-mi^fp- W h y 1 for maintaining cla im Tftfefmatt en on-eaeh-of 

4 sai d b illi n g mmi m, 

5 ©fi«~«f~m©fe-at#t8f^ 

6 sa id on e or more- n e twork i nterf aces farther for send m§ and receiving d a ta to and 

7 ffom-said-one of -mof® authori z ing e nti ty n o des, 

8 w h@ re in> wh e n sa i d one or mom n e twork int e rfaces rece iv e s s a i d piii mg d ata, 

12 



9 s aid one or more process o r s gen e r a tes an d submits to at least one of s aid authorizing 

1 1 v vh e- m i fi , when s a it km e o r mor e n e t w dfk i Me H^ ees T®e ®t v ® S' 'an 1 'approval 'from 

13 p ro c e ss or s su b mit s a request for a claim rele a se to said billing entity rode con s istent 

1 5 fda t ed-te-said bililng e n tity. 

16 wh^ ! '' ■ : - ^ ^.gi^..BMM?^Mirfi^i..^.^y^ ^ > s v. 

17 v^>j; 0 „.i one of the one or more billing entries, said one or more processors 

is q^ny^?c^ m nutter c-ni x-n request, sasd authorization request requi uvj a v * o 4 ; 

20 > v N v s ^ , ; - < ^ ; «»\ " rnt fo? each of said am or more tasks 

21 vrformed and disavow said request for payment for each of said one or 

1 35. (Currently amended) The system < free; &sent ?nt LofJdisof 

2 claim 34, wherein; 

3 when said one or more network interfaces receives a e©fi s eeti«-T-fe^t«M 

4 ^ \cc from said authorizing entity node responsive to said authorization request, 

5 said one or more processors s»bmits~8«kH3«^^ 

6 for eer feet ion of sa id hi- . , ," . 



1 36, (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 4 34, wherein: 



13 



3 when said o ne or more processor receives a request for a billing report "from one 
5 sub m issi o n to s-ai d pa yi ng e n tit y n o d e. 

7 ; snj : 1 ii« ^LUiLii * : : - ' • " * ; - 

1 37. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 36, wherein: 

4 hie rarc hi cal b usiness o rg a ng a fton s fe-m f s \c cj .jn?s s > n.Qfet* * N °v 

5 I \ ^ '[d 0- ; e O f - C C : , v 



1 38, (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 36, wherein: 

4 N erarehic.ai btigif>®s^ or § af»e^t^ -^Sm for which of said list of t, 

5 §§HMelIi§s^^^^ 



1 39. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 1 , fufth e reeffipri-sing wherein : 

3 atiserMerfaeeassoei a te d with a billi n g e n tit y , said u s er ■interface-in 

4 c ommu rac attet r witl t-o ft ^ nod e s, wherein 

5 sakh3«ei3fHi^^ 
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6 data by said b illi n g entity : 

s iolliit. 



I 40. (Cancelled) 

1 41 , (Original) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of claim 1 , 

2 further comprising: 

3 said billing data including a billed total amount, 

4 said bill having a discounted bill total amount for presentation to said paying 

5 entity, said one or more processors calculating said discounted bill total amount by 

6 subtracting from said billed total amount a discount amount. 

l 42. (Cancelled) 

1 43. (Cancelled) 

1 44. (Cancelled) 

1 45. (Cancelled) 

1 46. (Cancelled) 

1 47. (Currently amended) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of 
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claim 1, wherein: 

said one or more processors calculates a discount amount for said bill, and said 
fctft request for payment identifies said discount amount for reduction of a bill total 
amount. 



48. (Currently amended) A method for direct presentment and payment of bills 
generated in a hierarchical business organization, using a computer that communicates 
over a network, the method comprising: 

storing entity information on each of a plurality of entities of a hierarchical 
business organization having a plurality of tiers of h^ness entities, s aid entities related 



i organizatio n , s aid hier a rchi c al business org a ni z ati o n ha v ing a t le a st 'two tiers 
rat-lea st one b il l i ng e ntity, said h ie rarchical busin es s organiz a tion -fa rt he r 

aid at least on e -\ v ^ *\ „ 
§yJn&enj sQ; ' - $ 118 



feeetvif*gHbMng-el^^ a i regi >t 

x ^ 2 acf s > - s * * o s tv one of said one or more billing 
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20 preparing a bill for said billing entity based on said billing data, s aid bill -farther 

21 b ased' o n sard store d en% ^ billi ng e ntity fy; po^nienfjtar 

22 ; c f |< * a - la ^ s ;< 

23 N N v 

1 49. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 48, further comprising: 

3 generating payment remittance instructions for transmission to » ; ^ ^ 

4 paying entity, said payment remittance instructions for payment of said bill to s aid billing 

5 including ail information raausred for said at least one paying entity to pay said 

6 :::P.P2::PiPi;ppJijLP..ii::PJjpp..pPnP-::-: 



1 50. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 48, further comprising: 

3 verifying said billing da t a ag a i n s t storing, a list of payments made to each 

4 bill t ngr ent it y :/ -vj a <r-e •; v <> b>!< ng entities stored in said falling information for one 

5 - ^ performed tasks imgudted sn said hsi o* ; and 

6 verifying said bal i ng data against a list of tasks performed by each billi ng entity 

7 s tor ed i n s a id feffitt g - m f e fma^ at j aa.st o ae task is np.t.fiO§ M.MPP aaaf tPIPlpd Makp 



1 51 . (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 4-8 49, further comprising: 

3 identifying a retention amount on said bill, said retention amount to be withheld 

4 from payment pursuant to said payment remittance instructions. 
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i 52. (Cancelled) 



1 53. (Currently amended) The method of claim 5& 48, fef^ef-gemfaftsfftg MliOi i; T 

2 including m said bSH only said items of value for those task s associ a ted with said 

4 £m>[§J>!iOris..Miloj?;vi- 



1 54. (Currently amended) The method of claim 48, further comprising: 

3 , foeta d mfrftwH^^ 

4 fey-art!;^ 

5 aasoeiat mg e ae^ 

1 55. (Currently amended) The method of claim 54, further comprising: 

2 identifying any task of said list of tasks for all said billing entities of said 

3 h ie rarch i c al business organ i zations for duplicate listed for performance by more than 

4 one of said one or more billing entities. 



1 56. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 54, further comprising: 

4 beittg-t^mpletedr 

18 



57. (Cancelled) 



58. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 
claim 1, further comprising; 

instructing a printer to print a check for payment of said bil l- ^ - e m^ ltm ^ e-wlth/ 
said payment remi t t a nce i nstruct to n s . 

59. (Cancelled) 



60. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 
claim 48, further comprising: 

i d e n tifyi ng a pro je c t in a d ata-sefs to fed in said o n e o r more m e mor ie s 




81 . (Original) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of claim 48, 
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2 further comprising: 

3 identifying billing entities and paying entities in a data set stored in said one or 

4 more memories. 

1 62. (Original) The method for direct presentment and payment of biiis of claim 48, 

2 further comprising: 

3 identifying one or more authorizing entities in a data set stored in said one or 

4 more memories. 

1 63. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 48, further comprising: 

3 generating and submitting to at least one of one or more authorizing entities an 

4 authorization request f or p a yment of said b il l for approval or disallowance of said 

5 request for payment, and. 

6 receiving an approval or correction report from said authorizing entity responsive 

7 to said authorization request, said app roval or <o ctio eo< oj provirwo ' ^ ^ ^ ^ 

8 1 east on^ t >x based on an inspection bv said 

9 '*>> <- \ : ;.. «'*t s c r*- ig - % v o^. ±^^ h^M^.^Sf^fM±^9^^.. 
JO and 

1 64. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of biils of 

2 claim 63, further comprising: 

3 ^sreernnt-^^^ 
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4 authorization request, and 

5 sttbmff§n^^ 

1 65. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bilis of 

2 claim 63, further comprising; 

3 receiving an approval from said authorizing entity responsive to said 

4 authorization request, and 

5 generating said payment remittance instructions 

T of said task. 

9 N x d.aiieaM.SB§..E§yiOS.§.OtiK- 



l 66. (Cancelled) 
I 67. (Cancelled) 



1 68. (Cancelled) 
I 69. (Cancelled) 
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1 70. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 48, further comprising: 

4 ffle m efres- 

5 receiving a etetm rnsj^hj^scjalms release from said one of one or snore of said 

6 billing entities \ -^\, 

7 gertemtrng tracer t ; i a claims release report fof-traftsfnitttng- to said paying 

9 i < §a§| and 

11 eiroiy. 

1 71 . (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 70, further comprising: 

3 pr epa ring an uncond it ion al claims release. 

4 •••• rcspor * - ( ? ■ - ■"■j - re quest for payment preparing s» s * 

5 o . ^ ^ \ - ^ ,>r said one or more biliino entities. 



1 72. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 70, farther^wmpHang w x e n 

3 preparing an ^ - - ^ ssj % an unconditional claims release. 

1 73, (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 4& 63, further comprising: 
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3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 



st o ring claim informati o n on each of said billing ent 




receivin g an approv a i from said authorizing entity responsive to said 



appfovat;- a aid claim r e l ease f u rther consistent wit h s a i d c laim i n f o r m a t ion relate d t o s aid 



■ 5 >§ from said one of om or nv v ^; ^ \; 



1 74. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 73, further comprising: 

3 rec e iving a corr e ction request from said ~m t ho riztng entity, artd 

4 ja^j^j^g^ 

7 : t* 



1 75. (Currently amended) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of 

2 claim 48, further comprising; 
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receiving a request for a b illing repo ft from one of said pay sng entities , 



I 76. (Cancelled) 

i 77. (Cancelled) 

1 78. (Original) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of claim 48, 

2 further comprising: 

3 preparing a billing template for input of billing data by a billing entity, and 

4 transmitting said billing template to a user interface over a network, said user 

5 interface associated with said billing entity. 

I 79. (Cancelled) 



80. (Original) The method for direct presentment and payment of bills of claim 48, 
further comprising: 

calculating a discount amount, and 

calculating a discounted bill total amount for presentation to said paying entity by 
subtracting from a billed total amount said discount amount, said billed total amount 
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included in said billing data. 

81. (Withdrawn) 

82. (Withdrawn) 

83. (Withdrawn) 

84. (Withdrawn) 

85. (Withdrawn) 

86. (Withdrawn) 

87. (Withdrawn) 

88. (Currently amended) A computer program product comprising a machine 
readable medium on which is provided program instructions for performing a method for 
direct presentment and payment of bills generated in a hierarchical business 
organization using a computer that communicates over a network, the program 
instructions comprising: 

program code for storing entity information on each of a plurality of entities of a 
hierarchical business organization having a plurality of tiers of tejiness entities, smti 
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9 
10 
il 
1.2 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
IS 
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20 
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h a v in g at least two tie r s e a ch hav i ng at [ east one bill i ng e ntity , sa i d h ie rarch i ca l 

subordinafl.lli a ).9.i>0J N ^ s Y " N ^ ** 

feeeiv ing- M ^ program code for 

v N j request for payment from one of said one or more billing entities for 

! o %t of bsks, each M§l<^l,liM Jit of ta- ^ ~ 

" £ said one or mom billing! ent ities 
contractual/ obligated to perform said at least one task for said at least one paving 
and 



program code for preparing a bill for said billing entity based-on- satd-bflfingr 
sa«H9ifrfartheH9aacd^ entity information related to said billing entity for 



1 89. (Original) The computer program product of claim 88, further comprising: 

2 program code for generating payment remittance instructions for transmission to 

3 a paying entity, said payment remittance instructions for payment of said bill to said 

4 billing entity. 
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I 90. (Cancelled) 

1 91 . (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein: 

2 said one or more processors calculates a fee amount for said bill, and said bill 

3 identifies said fee amount for inclusion in a billed total amount. 

1 92. (New) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of claim 1 

2 wherein: 

3 each said task includes a definition of full completion of sufficient clarity that 

4 performance of said task can be inspected by an authorizing entity to verify full 

5 completion. 

1 93. (New) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of claim 92 

2 wherein: 

3 each said task includes a definition of partial completion of sufficient clarity that 

4 performance of said task can be inspected by an authorizing entity to verify partial 

5 completion. 

1 94. (New) The system for direct presentment and payment of bills of claim 6, further 

2 comprising: 

3 said one or more processors compiling the amounts billed by each of the one or 

4 more billing entities for each said task and the amounts owed to each of the billing 

5 entities for work performed on said tasks into a Progress Billing Report for 
communication to the at ieast one paying entity. 
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